
v Sunday, December 6th--Night of Christmas Music-PM Service 

v Sunday, December 13th--S.S. Christmas Program-PM Service 

v Sunday, December 20th -- AM Service Only
  No Sunday School, No PM Service 

v Wednesday, December 23rd -- No Evening Activities   

v Thursday, December 24th, Christmas Eve -- Offices Closed  
  Candlelight Service -- 6 PM (Communion) 

v Friday, December 25th, Christmas Day -- Offices Closed 

v Sunday, December 27th -- AM Service Only
  No Sunday School, No PM Service 

v Wednesday, December 30th -- No Activities

First Baptist Communiqué
Volume 246                    St. Johns, Michigan               December 2015/January 2016

v Friday, January 1st, New Year’s Day -- Offices Closed 

v Sunday, January 10th, Sanctity of Human Life Sunday   
 Guest Speaker-Tom Lothamer (LifeMatters) 
 Adult Sunday School & AM Service

v Wednesday, January 20th, Annual Business Meeting  
 6:30 PM -- No Evening ActivitiesSunday, January 29th

Luke & Charlotte Crockett
Missionaries to ?
Evening Service



Church Offices Closed
Thursday, December 24th

Friday, December 25th
Friday, January 1st

             Christmas Cookie Exchange
 Enjoy the treats of this special  
 season by participating in a Christ-
 mas Cookie Exchange on Sunday,
 December 6th, or Sunday, December 
 13th. Simply contact Pam Sischo 
(pesischo@gmail.com or (989.640.2003) and she 
will explain the cookie exchange in more detail, 
let you know how many treats you will need to 
prepare (not more than 6 dozen) and you can let 
her know the type of cookies, bars or candy you 
want to make and which Sunday you would like to 
make your exchange.

Designated Offerings Reminder:
 At the beginning of 2014 we announced that 
the church does not allow people to designate 
their offerings for specific ministries, missions, 
missionaries, college students, etc. You also cannot 
anonymously give to a specific missionary, college 
student, etc. All financial gifts given to the church 
go to the general budget. 
 Any gifts received anonymously from now on will 
be put in the general budget.

                           WEDDING
               OPEN HOUSE/DESSERT 
                         RECEPTION

            We invite our church family to  
  join with us in celebrating the        
          marriage of our daughter

Cassandra JoNell Sischo
to

Holden Scott Chesher
at an Open House Dessert Reception 

Monday, December 21, 2015
from 3-5:30 PM

at the

Lakeview  
Banquet and Event Center
5942 Round Lake Road

Laingsburg, MI

The couple is registered at Amazon.com
and WalMart. Because the couple will be
active military, monetary gift
and gift cards  would
be greatly appreciated.

Mentoring Moms
Thursday, December 10th, 6:30 pm 

(Office Level-Conference Room)
This month will be a round-table discussion on 
the topic, “How to Keep Christ in Christmas”.



“BY THE WAY, WHAT IS 
OUR POLICY ON......”

Cancellation of Church/Activities
(See Insert or Page 6 if you are 
reading this on the Website)

Please place the insert page in a prominent place 
in your home to refer to when the weather turns 
bad.

YEAR-END FINANCIAL
REMINDERS:

 2015  contributions  will  be  accepted  through
December 27, 2015 in the offering.  
   If there is a special situation where a 2015 
contribution needs to be given, Thursday,  
December 31, 2015, is the final date you can 
give.   
 In order to receive a giving statement from 
First Baptist Church, you need to use numbered 
envelopes which the church provides.  If do not 
have numbered envelopes or have been giving 
online, please contact the church office and we 
would be happy to produce a giving statement 
for you.  We need you to give us an itemized list 
of your gifts (date, check # and amount).  You 
may mail it to us or stop by the office, Tuesday - 
Friday, 8 a.m.-12 p.m., 1-4 p.m.
 If you would like to begin using numbered giving 
envelopes, please call the church office to make 
arrangements to receive them.  

There will be a Ladies Mug & Muffin Fellowship 
at the home of Pam Sischo (6845 Winfield 
Road, Ovid) on Thursday, January 21st, from 
7-9 pm. Bring your mug for a relaxing time 
of conversation, coffee and a craft. Please 
RSVP to Pam by Tuesday, January 19th.
 Sorry, no childcare is available.
 

MIGHTY
O.A.K.S.

   
   November 10th started out with 
   a few rain drops, but quickly 
   turned to song when we met at 
   the church to begin our day at 
   Cornwell’s Dinner Theatre in 
   Turkeyville. We had  a great dinner 
   of turkey, potatoes, gravy, dressing 
   and veggies with pumpkin and 
coconut pie for dessert, but boy, were we sleepy when 
it came time for the play!! The story of Charlie, the 
Christmas Elf came to life with lots of Christmas music. 
We just sat back and enjoyed.
 Our next luncheon will be Tuesday, December 8th, at 
12 noon in the gym. Meat, tableware, and beverage will 
be provided. Please bring a dish to pass. We will focus 
on Christmas at Beacon. Bring an un-warpped gift and 
place it on the table provided. After lunch, Karen Leif 
will bring some information about Beacon and take us 
on a tour of Beacon of Hope.
 We will meet for a Carry-in Luncheon on January 
12th, at 12 noon in the gym. Please bring a main dish 
and a salad or dessert. Tableware and beverage will be 
provided. At this luncheon the Mighty O.A.K.S. will be 
going back to school! Mary and Jen Simon will bring 
their children and after lunch they will share a day in 
the life of a homeschooler. Jen Simon will also share her 
thoughts on the topic “Why Homeschool: the Impor-
tance of Homeschooling in the Church”.
 Please sign up for these luncheons at the Information 
Area. 

        Mitten Tree
There will be a Christmas 
Tree in the Foyer for you 
to donate new or homemade 
mittens for the children at 
Youth Haven Ranch. Place 
your mittens in the box  
located under the tree. 



Christmas Shopping
Set-up for Shopping Day: 
Friday, December 11–5:00 p.m. (Supper provided!)
Christmas Shopping Day:
Saturday, December 12 – 1:00 p.m.
Worship service prior to shopping.

Sign-up sheet for Volunteers is at the Information Board.

Gifts Needed
	 a Microwave ovens, pot and pan sets, bakeware,  
	 	 toaster	ovens,	crock	pots,	coffee	pots
	 a Women’s pajamas (XL, 1X, 2X)
	 a Men’s and Women’s winter jackets (XL, 1X,  2X)  
  and gloves
	 a Gas Cards (Speedway Fuel Only cards are preferred)
	 a toys, scooters, sports equipment
	 a hair styling items (like hair dryers, curling irons,  
  straighteners)
	 a Gift cards to fast food restaurants

A Beacon Blessing
A few weeks ago I (Karen) received a call from a nurse 
who	works	for	McLaren	Health	System.		All	their	offices	
do a tree decorating contest to raise money for charity 
and	she	wanted	the	tree	for	her	office	to	be	for	Beacon	
of Hope.  After we discussed how it all worked she said, 
“Now I want to tell you why I chose Beacon of Hope.”  
Twelve years ago she was a teen mom attending classes 
at the Wilson Center.  She came to Beacon of Hope every 
Tuesday	for	about	2	years	until	she	finished	school.		Then	
she stopped coming and we did not hear from her again.  
Until now.  Now she’s an RN and married.  She said she 
had	always	wanted	to	find	a	way	to	give	something	back	
to Beacon for all Beacon had done for her and this was 
her way of doing it!  What a blessing to not only receive 
gifts	 that	will	 benefit	Beacon	participants,	but	 also	 to	
know that Beacon played an important part in the life of 
a young, teenage mother.

Beacon of Hope
Update

Pack the Pantry at the Lansing City 
Rescue Mission

From November 1 through December 31, Finley’s 
Restaurant will once again be collecting non-perish-
able food items at their Lansing locations.  These 
food items help the Mission “pack the pantry” and 
provide meals FOR THOSE IN NEED.  Those patrons 
who deliver donations to Finley’s will receive a special 
“thank you” certificate for $5 off lunch or dinner 
at Finley’s  from January 1 through March 31 of 2016. 
Participating Finley’s are located at 6300 Cedar 
Street and 7433 West Saginaw.

NURSERY/TODDLERS
Thank-you to the many nursery and toddler volunteers 
who faithfully serve.  Many dear workers have assisted 
additionally by taking on extra shifts as needed.  The 
nursery and toddler ministries could not run effectively 
without your help.  

Additional volunteers are requested.  Please contact 
Sarah Thomas (989-224-0967) for more information 
about joining this ministry.

Next Baptism / Membership 
Service - Sunday Evening, 

February 14, 2016



FIRST BAPTIST THIS 
‘N’ THAT

LOST
We are missing the DVD Series  
Believing God by Beth Moore

If you borrowed this series from the  Church 
Office, please return it to the Church Office 
as soon as possible.

Congratulations to Jason & Peggy Woodrow on the  
birth of their daughter, Bethany Ann. Bethany was  
born on Wednesday, October 28,  2015, and weighed 8 
pounds, 10 ounces. 
Grandparents are Neil & Betty Foster.

 Dear Church Family,
 Your prayers,cards and expressions of concern 
were a soothing balm during the passing of Marc’s 
mother. 
 May God’s love meet the hearts of those who pick up 
a Gideon Bible which was donated in Wanda Hufnagel’s 
name. May those souls find comfort as we have. 
Thank you.
 Sincerely,
 Marc & Ann Hufnagel

Dear Church Family,
 Thank you so much for being willing to support me 
as I serve the Lord in Mexico.
 I’m looking forward to the adventure that awaits me 
there! Please keep me in your prayers.
 Thanks again,
 Lexie Sheen

Dear Friends Back Home,
 I was overwhelmed by all the birthday greetings 
sent for my 90th. Thank you so much. They warmed 
my heart.
 I still miss you all, even  though I’ve been gone 
almost five years.
 What a grand reunion heaven will be!
 With love and fond memories,
 Fran Nelson

Dear Church Family,
 Thank you so much for your many prayers for my 
surgery and subsequent recovery. Also, thank you for 
the many cards that were sent and other acts of kind-
ness from so many of you.
 You are a wonderful and loving church family and I 
am grateful to God for all of you.
 Thank You,
 Pastor Tim

 It is great to know I have so many wonderful friends 
at First Baptist. I would like to thank each and every-
one of you for your concern and prayers for me and 
also for the visits and food provided to us while I was 
recovering from surgery. 
 The Lord does answer our prayers as we continue 
to trust in Him. We have a great God!
 Virginia Kingsley 

& 



Wednesday Nights:  When St. Johns Public 
Schools are closed due to inclement weather, all 
church activities will be cancelled for that evening. 
If inclement weather develops late in the afternoon, 
the pastors may feel we need to cancel all activities. 
If the service has been cancelled, you may check our 
website: www.stjohnsfbc.com, or call the church. 
The church answering machine will have a message 
stating that the services have been cancelled. 
When you call the church office press ‘6’ to listen 
to the message.

Sunday Services:  If  inclement weather develops 
and the pastors cancel one or all services, you may   
check our website: www.stjohnsfbc.com, or  call the  
church. The church answering machine will have 
a message stating that the services have been 
cancelled. When you call the church office press 
‘6’ to listen to the message.

When there is a weather advisory, there is a 
good chance we will cancel a service. If you 
are in doubt, before you leave home, please 
call the church office and press “6” to listen to 
the message on the answering machine.   We 
encourage you to use your own judgment whether 
to travel as the weather may be more severe where 
you live.

Our Text Alert System will send you a text on 
your phone as soon as a decision to cancel a service 
is made. (If you have texting on your phone, 
please go to our website and sign up!)



BUSY HANDS FOR MISSIONS  
Our Nov. meeting was attended by six ladies. We tied one quilt and filled only 16 ditty bags for Youth Haven 
Ranch because we didn’t have any bags ready. We would still welcome your sewing skills to make bags for 
us.  We are in need of combs right now but can use washcloths and toothbrushes as well. There will be a Mit-
ten Tree set up in the foyer and hope that we will have lots of warm things to deliver to Youth Haven...if you 
would be willing to deliver items in January or February please let myself or Pam Snyder know. Our next two 
meetings will be December 1st and January 5th at 9:30 AM (remember if school is called off because of 
weather we will not meet). Thanks for all your help and we’ll be looking for you in the next two months. 
Also: Dee Chapman delivered 108 Operation Christmas Child boxes on November 16, 2015. She’s sure 
108 children around the world will thank you.  

MISSIONS CLOSET 
Items needed for the Missions Closet: queen-size sheets, bath towels sets, candles, body lotions, gift cards, 
or any other donation which is greatly appreciated by those serving the King. 

MAILINGS THIS MONTH 
Packages sent to Sheila Ward and Debbie Collins for their birthdays:
Sheila’s lovely purple bag was filled with dish towels and clothes, a purple candle, some bath powder, body  
lotion, and chocolate.  There were two purple matching Tupperware storage containers and slipper socks for 
Claggett.  
Debbie celebrates her birthday in November.  A birthday bag with candles, body lotion, dishcloths and towels, 
hand crafted note cards and of course chocolate were mailed along with a couple requested items:  a set of king 
size sheets and a set of flannel queen size sheets.

THANK YOU’S FROM CRAIG SCHAFER FAMILY AND BARNES 
From the Craig Schafer’s: “We got your packages when we came back through town!!! They were  
AWESOME! We loved looking through them and oohing and ahh-ing over everything :). Thank you thank you 
thank you for putting those together and for all the goodies and things that we need and wanted! We can’t say 
how thankful we are that you took the time to do that for us! It will be so great to have nuts and candy canes for 
Christmas too!!! That just makes it feel more like a Christmas back home! Maybe next year we will actually be 
back there! I wanted to write you and let you know that everything made it great and we loved getting them!!!! 
Thank you so much!”
From the Barnes:  “What a huge box of LOVE I picked up this morning at the post office. Thank you for every 
ounce of affection that you put in it. I am real glad to have the vitamins. Even the cloth bag they were in is the 
perfect size for my big Bible. The colors were attractive and the sewing nicely done. In fact, I could use more of 
that size -- for ladies to slip their Bibles and study book into. It is even a perfect size for a few small toys for a 
toddler as well. Just to keep as another idea you can give the ladies for future reference! The two little cars are 
a perfect size and accompanied me on my Bible study this am to Ingrid’s. My basket always has something for 
her little one to play with while we study. I love the cow and zebra but they will wait for the next Bible study! That 
is the kind of thing that fits anywhere and with any little one. The activity books are amazing and original. I was 
glad to find Dee’s note and her explanation.  I will use them for the Thursday Night Bible Study when I sit at the 
back with the children and have things for them to do that don’t make noise. It is really nice to have the set of 
queen sheets. And the new towels. It is great having the darker shade. People feel more comfortable not being 
afraid they will ruin things. Thanks for the cleaning sponge. I will try that. The little Fisher Price doctor set is real 
cute. Thanks so much. I will put that in the church nursery.”
 

LANSING CITY RESCUE MISSION 
The following donated items were taken to the mission: boxes of dress clothing for men and women and small 
size shampoo/conditioners.

ACTION PACKS 
Did you miss the ACTION packs? They are still available for $7. See Diana VanOrsdol. To save on mailing your 
Action Pack to Voice of the Martyrs, you can partner with another person(s). 

MISSIONS UPDATE



MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH
DECEMBER 
Debbie Price

 Debbie was born in Pontiac, Michigan. She was the fourth out of the five kids born to Chuck and Lois Price. 
The family moved to Lansing when Debbie was about two years old and moved again to a farm in the St. Johns 
area when she was about six. Until this move they attended a church that did not preach the Gospel. Pastor 
Bob Prange was the pastor at Grove Bible Church at that time. He was one of their first friends and helped 
them move in. He invited them to visit the church which was just down the road. The first Sunday, the family 
stayed home because they were working on the drainage ditch so the indoor restroom could be used instead of 
the outhouse. On Monday, Pastor Prange came over and helped with the digging while Chuck was at work in 
Lansing. The next Sunday the family attended Grove Bible Church and heard the Gospel for the first time. Chuck 
and Lois both trusted in Christ that first Sunday. Debbie made this decision a year later. She was seven years 
old and her older sister, Kathy, led her to the Lord at home one night just before bed.
 Debbie attended Piedmont Bible College in Winston-Salem, North Carolina for four years, receiving a 
Bachelor of Religious Education. She then taught in Christian schools for several years, including seven years 
in Papua New Guinea. Debbie taught third and fourth grade at Numonohi, which is the New Tribes School for 
Missionary kids near Goroka. 
 Debbie went back to school for four summers at Pensacola Christian College and earned her Master’s in 
Sacred Music in 2000.
 In 2007, Debbie’s hours were cut at the Christian School where she had been teaching music, and she 
began looking for something else. As she prayed and considered what the Lord wanted her to do, she was 
impressed with the urgency to reach children for Christ in an increasingly anti-Christian world. Her attention was 
drawn to RBM Ministries, and she pursued this possibility. In September of 2008 she became a field worker with 
RBM. 
 RBM was originally called Rural Bible Mission because they worked in one-room country schools. When the 
government ruled to take the Bible out of public schools, RBM switched to doing Released Time Bible Classes. 
This is a class taught to public school children during school hours, but off campus at a nearby church. Parents 
sign their children up for this program at the beginning of the year, and they attend one class per month from 
October through April. During the summer the field workers teach Vacation Bible School at different churches 
each week.
 Debbie took over the ministry in Clinton, Ionia, and Shiawassee Counties in May of 2009. She teaches 
around thirty Released Time Bible Classes each month in this area. During the summer she averages eight or 
nine Vacation Bible Schools.
 Prayer needs for this ministry include travel safety, continued good health, finding suitable transportation 
for the children, getting enough helpers for the classes, tender hearts, clarity when teaching, and working with 
school personnel.  A big concern is that it has become increasingly difficult to get flyers out to the parents with 
information about classes and the opportunity to sign their children up. Please pray for these requests.

Address: 237 Smith Street, Portland, MI 48875
Phone number: 517.526.9016
Email:  debgp@sbcglobal.net
Mission Agency: RBM Ministries, 5325 West F Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49009-9089
Home Church: First Baptist Church of Portland, MI
Birthday: Debbie: 09/12/51



MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH
JANUARY 

Steve & Rowena Barnes

Field and Home Address:  Les Rouguielles 1,  250 Chemin du Gabron, 83480 Puget-sur-Argens, FRANCE 
Email:  steveandrowena@gmail.com or rowenabarnes53@gmail.com
Mission Agency: Biblical Ministries Worldwide
Home Church: Emmanuel Bible Church, Toledo, OH
Birthdays: Steve: 5/23/50  Rowena: 9/23/53  Married: 8/13/74
Children: Rachel (Christian) Gamper: 9/23/76; Philip (Erica): 8/24/78, Ann (Ryan) Corbett: 11/16/80

 Steve was born to missionary parents who served in Algeria and France. Rowena’s parents were independent 
home missionaries in Washington. They taught in a school for missionary children in Niger when Rowena was 
12 -16 years old.  When they returned to the States, her father was involved in evangelism, church planting and 
teaching at a Christian school in Denver.
 Steve and Rowena met at Faith Baptist Bible College in Ankeny, Iowa. Following Bible College, Rowena went 
to nursing school. She planned to go into missions as a single until she began to correspond with Steve after being 
in the same prayer group and being friends at school. They found God directing their paths together. They started 
candidate school in June of 1974 and were approved by Evangelical Baptist Missions.  They married in August 
of 1974 and were commissioned by their home church on July 30, 1975.  They left for Jordan in September. After 
two months in the country they were forced to leave within 48 hours and arrived in France at the end of October.
	 Their	main	responsibility	on	the	field	in	France	was	church	planting	at	the	Eglise	Evangélique	Baptiste	de	
Saint Denis, France. The city of Saint Denis is just north of Paris with a population of 98,000. Many of the people 
have a background of Roman Catholicism but came to reject its beliefs and are now atheist or involved in the New 
Age movement. Most have no concept of Christianity. This part of the suburbs is made up mostly of immigrants 
and foreigners from the West Indies, Iberian Peninsula, North Africa and former French West Africa. There are 
more than 15 nationalities represented at any Sunday AM service.  The Tamils (Indians) are deeply involved at 
all levels of the church ministry.
 Praise God for the growth of Saint Denis church. Steve preached for the last time as pastor at Saint Denis 
March 24, 2013. Albert Xandry, Jean Pierre Gnana and their wives have taken over leadership of the church plant. 
The Saint Denis church is in the process of starting a daughter church a few miles to the north. Several trained 
families and singles of the church have joined this new plant. Pray for this outreach.   
	 The	Lord	laid	on	their	hearts	a	small	group	of	believers	in	Fréjus/Saint	Raphael	in	southeast	France	on	the	
Mediterranean coast. These 15 people (two families) are what remain of a ministry Steve’s father started in 1971. 
On April 1st, 2015, a nine year rental contract was signed for a much larger meeting place in a well-known busi-
ness area in the city. They began having visitors who found them on the church website (www.eglisebaptistefrejus.
org). They are now running between 25 and 30 locals.
 Steve continues speaking, preaching, counseling, and teaching at the Bible Institute. He is active in the Alliance 
Baptiste de France (Fellowship of Baptist Pastors and Churches). This gives Steve and Rowena opportunities to 
encourage pastors, wives and churches in France.
	 Pray	as	Steve	and	Rowena	find	new	souls	and	hurting	believers	in	the	south	of	France.	



Food for Thought…A Challenge to be Thinking Christians

Compelling Community at First Baptist Church
By Karen Leif, Director, Beacon of Hope Family Care Center

During Local Evangelism Month we learned that through Christ believers can develop a loving,  
caring, “unlike anything in this world” community that brings together and unites a very diverse group 
of people.  Practically speaking though, how do we do that?

How do we as a church (and especially the Beacon of Hope ministry) bridge the chasm – the economic, 
educational, intellectual, life experience, and even cultural gap – that can sometimes exist between us 
and those we are trying to reach and, through Christ, welcome into our community?  
To bridge that divide we need to focus on:
 • Who we are
 • What our role is
 • What we have been given

First, we have to remember who we are.  And by “we” I mean all of us – believers and unbelievers 
alike, rich and poor alike, those who grew up in loving homes and those who grew up with abuse.  We all 
have this in common:  we are all broken people who live in a world of broken relationships

Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert, the When Helping Hurts and Helping Without Hurting  
authors, talk about the four foundational relationships that God established at creation:  relationships 
with God, with self, with others, and with the rest of creation. But because of the fall, these four 
relationships have been damaged for all of us.  

At Beacon, we like to tell participants that just because we sit on one side of the desk and they are on 
the other side doesn’t mean that we are perfect or that we have all the answers or that we are better 
than they are.  We freely acknowledge that we are sinful, broken people living in a sinful, fallen world.  
As Corbett and Fikkert say, “The key is to constantly remind ourselves of the truth of the gospel:  We 
were all profoundly broken people who deserved eternal punishment; but through Christ’s death and 
resurrection – and absolutely no merit of our own – we are now the adopted sons and daughters of 
our heavenly Father” (Galatians 4: 1 – 7).1

So we approach the people who come to Beacon – not from a position of superiority – but from a  
position of equality – a position that acknowledges that we are: 
 • all equally guilty of sin before God and 
 • all suffer the consequences of the four broken relationships

The second thing we can do to help bridge the gap is to remember what our role is.  And we can start by 
talking about what our role is not:		Our	role	is	not	to	fix	people,	or	solve	all	their	problems,	or	even	to	
alleviate their material poverty.  Jesus Christ is the only One who can do all those things.  Our role is to 
be an ambassador for Him.  

(1)



Food for Thought…A Challenge to be Thinking Christians (Cont.)

In 2 Corinthians 5:  17 – 20a (NIV 1984) we read:

 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has
 come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
 the ministry of reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
 not counting men’s sins against them.  And he has committed to us the message of 
 reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making 
 his appeal through us.

As Christians, and as Christ’s servants at Beacon, we have the ministry of reconciliation and the mes-
sage of reconciliation.  So our role at Beacon is to be an ambassador for Christ – telling people of the 
forgiveness and reconciliation they can experience through Him. Our role at Beacon is also to cre-
ate dependency – dependency on God – not us – to meet each and every need that participants 
have, whether material or spiritual.  

It’s	hard	sometimes,	because	we	want	to	make	sure	people	do	have	all	their	needs	met.		When	I	first	
started working in the ministry I would often think:  “Oh, I wish I could just give this person a place 
to live or that person a reliable vehicle or this one a job.”  But the Lord began to teach me that if we at 
Beacon could meet all of their needs then why would they need Him?  So our role at Beacon is to help 
each participant create a dependency on God to meet all their needs.

And	finally,	acknowledging	that	absolutely	everything	we	have	is	a	gift	from	God	helps	to	bridge	the	
divide.  Acts 17: 24, 25 (NIV 1984) says:

 The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth
 and does not live in temples built by hands.  And he is not served by human hands, 
 as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and 
 everything else.

We must see every single thing we have as a gift from God to avoid a judgmental or cynical 
spirit.  Because it’s easy to look at someone struggling in some way and think: “Well if they hadn’t 
done this or if they would only do that then they wouldn’t be struggling.”  But when you feel that way 
you need to ask yourself:  
	 •	 What	if	I	had	been	born	into	a	different	family	or	with	a	developmental	disability?		
 • What if I hadn’t had the opportunity to go to college?  
 • What if I had developed MS in my 30s and was unable to work?  
 • What if I had been abused as a child or was shuttled around the foster care system?

When we truly understand that all that we have – our life, our abilities, the opportunities we’ve had, 
the family we were born into – are all gifts from God, then we realize that we haven’t earned or de-
serve what God has given to us.  They are gifts for which we should be thankful and cause us to be 
more compassionate to those who have not received the same gifts!

So, remembering who we are, what our role is, and what we have been given helps us to bridge the 
gap so that we can create a compelling community at Beacon of Hope that draws people to Christ.
1 Corbett, Steve and Fikkert, Brian. Helping Without Hurting in Church Benevolence, 2015, Chicago:  
Moody Publishers.

(2)



Tues., Dec. 1 Busy Hands for Missions--9:30am (Lower Level-Classroom #15)
Wed., Dec. 2 AWANA -- 6:30pm (Children’s Wing) 
 24/7-Jr. High -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing)  
	 Prayer	Meeting	--	6:30pm	(Office	Level-Classroom	#1) 
	 Bible	Institute	Classes	--	6:30pm	(Lower	Level-Adult	Classrooms)	 
 High School Bible Study -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing) 
Thurs., Dec. 3 Deacons Meeting -- 6:00pm (Lower Level-Classroom #8)

Sun., Dec. 6 Night of Christmas Music -- 6:00pm
Mon., Dec. 7 Shuffleboard -- 10am (Gym)
 Men’s Basketball -- 6:30pm (Gym)
Tues., Dec. 8 Mighty O.A.K.S. Luncheon -- 12noon (Gym)
 Missions Committee Meeting -- 6:30pm (Office Level-Classroom #2)
Wed., Dec. 9 AWANA -- 6:30pm (Children’s Wing) 
 24/7-Jr. High -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing)  
	 Prayer	Meeting	--	6:30pm	(Office	Level-Classroom	#1) 
 High School Bible Study -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing) 
 Bible	Institute	Class	--	6:30pm	(Lower	Level-Adult	Classroom)
Thurs., Dec. 10 Mentoring Moms -- 6:30pm  (Office Level-Conference Room)
Sat., Dec. 12 Sunday School Christmas Program Practice -- 9-11am (Auditorium)

Sun., Dec. 13 Sunday School Christmas Program -- PM Service
 World Missions Prayer Meeting -- 7:15pm (Lower Level-Classroom #13)
Mon., Dec. 14 Shuffleboard -- 10am (Gym)
 Men’s Basketball -- 6:30pm (Gym)
Wed., Dec. 16 AWANA -- 6:30pm (Children’s Wing) 
 24/7-Jr. High -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing)  
	 Prayer	Meeting	--	6:30pm	(Office	Level-Classroom	#1) 
 High School Bible Study -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing) 
Fri., Dec. 18 Elders Meeting -- 9:30am (Office Level-Conference Room)
 Released Time Class -- 1:00pm (Youth Room)

Sun., Dec. 20 AM Service Only  NO Sunday School  NO Evening Service
Mon., Dec. 21 No Shuffleboard 
 Open House/Dessert Reception for Cassie Sischo & Holden Chesher -- 3-5:30pm  
  (Lakeview Banquet Center, 5942 Round Lake Road, Laingsburg, MI)
 Men’s Basketball -- 6:30pm (Gym)
Wed., Dec. 23 No Activities
Thurs.,	Dec.	24	 Christmas	Eve--Church	Offices	Closed	
 Candlelight Communion Service -- 6 PM   
Fri.,	Dec.	25	 Christmas	Day--Church	Offices	Closed			

Sun., Dec. 27 AM Service Only  NO Sunday School  NO Evening Service
Mon., Dec. 28 No Shuffleboard 
 Men’s Basketball -- 6:30pm (Gym)
Wed., Dec. 30 No Activities

CALENDAR



BIRTHDAYS

 01 John Kresge

 02 Michelle Beck
  Hannah Robbe
  Kelly West

 03 Gabe Morse
  Dennis Wood
  
 04 Hunter Beck
  Dawn Benson

 05 Barb Horton
  Caleb Morse
  Tyler Reava
  Nick VanZee
 
	 06	 Jeff	Burnham
	 	 Madison	Schmidtmann
  Brynlee Schneider

 08 John Beck
  Natalie Feldpausch
  
	 09	 Jim	Ashenfelter
  Darla Eilert
  Dawn Gudbrandson
  Rick McCune
    
 10 Sheri Lounds
 
 12 David Eilert
  Mindy Miller
 

14 Joe Bodarko 
 Cheri Kresge

15 David Cook
 Evelyn Crandall

16 Jason Holben
 Payton Knaus
 Reagan Knaus

18 Holli Bishop  
 Evangeline Morse
 Kaylee VanZee

19 Nyra Bargeron

20 Glen Reava
 
21			 Pastor	Tim	Knaus
 Mason Miller

22	 Ermina	McKay
 Rebekah Painter
 
23 Neil Foster
 
24 Kelsey Dollarhite
 Joshua Pagels

25 Keith Barrett
 Lois Warner

 

26 Bob Curtis
	 Jim	Cyrus
 Ted Herig

27	 Ed	Lamb
 Melanie Walter
 Sarah Wood
 
29 Kaleb Peterson
 Pat Walker

30 Scott Henning
 
31 Paige Feldpausch
 Sharon Moinet
	 Jill	Sherman



Fri., Jan. 1 New Year’s Day -- Church Offices Closed.

Sun., Jan. 3 Communion -- AM Service
Mon., Jan. 4 Shuffleboard -- 10am (Gym)
 Men’s Basketball -- 6:30pm (Gym)
Tues., Jan. 5 Busy Hands for Missions -- 9:30am (Lower Level-Classroom #15)
Wed., Jan. 6 AWANA -- 6:30pm (Children’s Wing) 
 24/7-Jr. High -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing)  
	 Prayer	Meeting	--	6:30pm	(Office	Level-Classroom	#1) 
 High School Bible Study -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing)

Sun.,	Jan.	10	 Sanctity	of	Human	Life	Sunday-Guest	Speaker-Tom	Lothamer-AM	Service
 World Missions Prayer Meeting -- After PM Service (Lower Level-Classroom #13)
Mon., Jan. 11 Shuffleboard -- 10am (Gym)
 Men’s Basketball -- 6:30pm (Gym)
Tues., Jan. 12 Sr. Saints Luncheon -- 12:00noon (Gym)
Wed., Jan. 13 Elders’ Meeting -- 9:30am (Conference Room)
 AWANA -- 6:30pm (Children’s Wing) 
 24/7-Jr. High -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing)  
	 Prayer	Meeting	--	6:30pm	(Office	Level-Classroom	#1) 
 High School Bible Study -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing) 
Thurs., Jan. 14 Missions Committee Meeting -- 6:30pm (Office Level-Classroom #2) 
 Mentoring Moms -- 6:30pm  (Conference Room)
Fri., Jan. 15 Released Time Class -- 1:00pm (Youth Room) 

Sun., Jan. 17 Regular Services
Mon., Jan. 18 Shuffleboard -- 10am (Gym)
 Men’s Basketball -- 6:30pm (Gym)
Wed., Jan. 20 Annual Business Meeting -- 6:30pm 
 No Regular Scheduled Activities
Thurs., Jan 21 Deacons’ Meeting -- 6:00pm (Lower Level-Classroom #8)
 Mug & Muffin -- 7-9:00pm (Pam Sischo’s Home, 6845 Winfield Road, Ovid, MI 48866)

Sun., Jan. 24 Regular Services
Mon., Jan. 25 Shuffleboard -- 10am (Gym)
 Men’s Basketball -- 6:30pm (Gym)
Wed., Jan. 27 AWANA -- 6:30pm (Children’s Wing) 
 24/7-Jr. High -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing)  
	 Prayer	Meeting	--	6:30pm	(Office	Level-Classroom	#1) 
	 Bible	Institute	Classes	--	6:30pm	(Lower	Level-Adult	Classrooms) 
 High School Bible Study -- 6:30pm (Youth Wing) 

Sun., Jan. 31 Regular Services

Calendar



BIRTHDAYS

 01 Steve Feldpausch

 02 Dean Dollarhite
  Ruth Lator
	 	 Shelly	Schafer

 04 Gordon Fish
	 	 Rosanne	Schafer
  Helen Studer

 05 Brittany Gudbrandson
  Magen Kay
 
 07 Elizabeth (Liz) Davis
  
	 08	 Paul	Schafer

 09 Morgan Morse
    
	 10	 Mary	Ann	Green
	 	 Jen	Simon
  
 11 Jaclyn Cartwright
  Marilyn Curtis
  Trenton Nichols
	 	 Kale	Schafer

 12 Greg Lounds
  Rylee Miller
  
 

14 Stephen Kay
 Bonnie Showers

15 Paul Dutcher
 Mark Rosendale

19 Levi Beck
 Barb Knaus
 Theron Richardson II
 Garrett Walter

20 David Castner
 Brian Snyder

21 Donna Herig
 Esther Iung
 Ida Salisbury
 
22 Kendel Darragh
 Linzie Dush
	 Alison	Keilen
	 Al	Miller

23 Paula Breining
	 Jeff	Kay
 Virginia Kingsley
 

24 Scott Kresge
 
25 Stephanie Case
 
26 Opal Parsons
	 Ashlynn	Reava

27 Mart Feldpausch
  
28	 David	Bancroft
  
29	 Jackie	Coffelt
 Christy Keilen
 
31 Robert Showers



SCHEDULES FOR DECEMBER
NURSERY TODDLERS USHERS

TODDLER COOKIES

GREETERS SCHEDULE

02 Awana Carolyn Henning, Eileen
  Feldpausch
06 SS Emily Knaus, Becky Becker
 AM Malia Coffelt, Carrie  
  Schmidtmann, Sarah Snyder 
(Music) PM   Sue Bishop, Susan Marcotte  
  Ellen Kresge
09 Awana Carolyn Henning, Sarah   
  Bouck
13 SS Emily Knaus, Sarah Thomas
 AM Sarah Thomas, Katie Sawyer,  
  Isabel Staib
SS Prog PM  Carolyn Patrick, Emily Brun,  
  Michelle Rosendale
16 Awana Carolyn Henning, SuAnn 
  Prince
20 AM Lisa Crandall, Jen Simon,   
  Valorie Iung
24 Christmas Eve Service - 6 PM  
 Annette Peterson, Michelle Hyzer, 
 Leah Robbe
27 AM Megan Kay, Lori Knaus, 
  Sarah Snyder
Italicized names-nursery or toddlers-
where needed

06 AM  Tim & Sharon Becker, Sarah  
  Wood
(Music) PM   Dennis & Annette Wood,
  Grace Kresge 
13 AM  Lori Knaus, Mindy Miller, 
  Alayna Pagels   
SS Prog PM Sarah Bouck, Marcia
  Feldpausch, Anna Ordway
20 AM Alan & Marie Hunt, 
  Faith Robbe
24  Christmas Eve Service - 6 PM
  Dawn Benson, Holly 
  Merignac, Hannah Robbe
27 AM  Eileen Feldpausch, Valorie
  Iung, Hannah Marcotte

Italicized names-nursery or toddlers-
where needed

06 Dorothy Merignac
13 Cheryl Haviland
20 Andrea Bancroft
27 Fran Whitlock

06 AM *Scott McCorvie, 
  Derrick Ostrander,  
  Andrew Davis, Phil  
  Burkhart, Duane  
  Schafer, Dennis Eilert
 PM  *John Glerum, Walt   
  Knaus, Aaron Davis
13 AM *Julius Motz, Shane 
  Kidd, Norm Moinet,   
  Mark Lutz, Rick Davis,  
  Billy Gillean
 PM  *Jim Ashenfelter, Nick  
  Bancroft
20 AM *Tim Fair, William Kidd,  
  Ryan Shackelford, Joe
  Ondrusek, Chris Bouck,
  Harold Lichte
 PM *Louie Simon, Dean   
  Feldpausch 
27 AM *John Leif, Jeremy 
    Thomas, Jason Holben, 
  Ron Showers, Jimmie
  Harps, Jim Cyrus 
 PM *Dell Schmidtmann,   
  Doug Merignac

*Captain

06 Foyer Tim & Debbie Fair
 Office Tom & MB Moldenhauer
13 Foyer Bryan & Trisha Feldpausch
 Office Jay & Becky Peterson
20 Foyer Roger & Rosanne Schafer
 Office Todd & Mishelle Pagels
27 Foyer Ron & Jill Keilen
 Office AM-Joel Seling
  PM-Diana VanOrsdol

*Foyer-Stay until Sermon
*AM	Greeters	please	be	at	your	door
  by 10am.
*Everyone	Greets	in	the	PM	Service	
Unless otherwise stated.



SCHEDULES FOR JANUARY
NURSERY TODDLERS USHERS

TODDLER COOKIES

GREETERS

03 SS Emily Knaus, Bernadette
  Richardson
 AM Sue & Kristy Mullikin, Diana   
  VanOrsdol  
 PM Combine with Toddlers
06 Awana Carolyn Henning, Katie Fore 
10 SS Emily Knaus, Lori Knaus,
  Helen Kresge
 AM Debi Davis, Katie Mullikin,   
  TBD
 PM Becky Peterson, Emily Brun
13 Awana Carolyn Henning, Sarah   
  Bouck
17 SS Emily Knaus, Becky Becker  
 AM Becky & Rachel Becker, Lisa
  Crandall
 PM Combine with Toddlers
20 Annual Business Mtg.
  Sue Bishop, Sarah Thomas 
24 SS Emily Knaus, Sarah Thomas
 AM Sarah Thomas, Trisha
  Feldpausch, TBD
 PM Cheryl Haviland, Darlene
  Dutcher
27 Awana Carolyn Henning, Lori Knaus,  
  Emily Knaus
31 SS Emily Knaus, Lori Knuas,
  Pat Wright
 AM Leah Deemer, Valorie Iung,   
  TBD
 PM Combine with Toddlers

03 AM Courtney Schneider, 
  Pamarie & Pearl Nichols
 PM John & Karen Leif, 
  Grace Kresge
10 AM Davey & Katie Fore, April
  Mullikin
 PM Craig & Jen Simon, 
  Bethany Konieczny
17 AM Rebekah Becker, Katie
  Sawyer, Natalie Feldpausch
 PM  Mary & Erin Simon,
  Grace Kresge
24  AM Ted & Michelle Beck,
  Sarah Snyder
 PM Dennis & Annette Wood,
  Ellen Kresge
31 AM Carrie Miller, Andrea 
  Bancroft, Kayla Mead
 PM Grace Kresge, Dawn 
  Benson, Laurie Ordway

03 Mary Poling
10 Betty Jo Knapp
17 Holly Merignac
24 Sue Bishop
31 Marie Hunt

03 AM *Scott McCorvie, 
  Derrick Ostrander,  
  Andrew Davis, Phil  
  Burkhart, Duane  
  Schafer, Dennis Eilert
 PM  *John Glerum, Walt   
  Knaus, Aaron Davis
10 AM *Julius Motz, Shane 
  Kidd, Norm Moinet,   
  Mark Lutz, Rick Davis,  
  Billy Gillean
 PM  *Jim Ashenfelter, Nick  
  Bancroft
17 AM *Tim Fair, William Kidd,  
  Ryan Shackelford, Joe
  Ondrusek, Chris Bouck,
  Harold Lichte
 PM *Louie Simon, Dean   
  Feldpausch 
24 AM *John Leif, Jeremy 
    Thomas, Jason Holben, 
  Ron Showers, Jimmie
  Harps, Jim Cyrus 
 PM *Dell Schmidtmann,   
  Doug Merignac
31 AM *Scott McCorvie, 
  Derrick Ostrander,  
  Andrew Davis, Phil  
  Burkhart, Duane  
  Schafer, Dennis Eilert
 PM  *John Glerum, Walt   
  Knaus, Aaron Davis

*Captain

03 Foyer Mike & Tammy Underwood
 Office Joe & Vicky Ondrusek 
10 Foyer Tim & Debbie Fair
 Office Sharon Ashenfelter
17 Foyer Bryan & Trisha Feldpausch
 Office Bill & Sharon Kidd
24 Foyer Roger & Rosanne Schafer 
 Office Chris & Sarah Bouck
31 Foyer Ron & Jill Keilen
 Office Tom & MB Moldenhauer

*Everyone	Greets	in	the	PM	Service	
Unless otherwise stated.


